the spanish wa&
explained that the schoolmistress had hidden herself in
the village bread-oven and that she had told him and two
others that they were to bring her food every night and
tell her all that was happening in the near-by town.
The Government troops., she had told them, would soon
be back, and if they betrayed her or failed to do her
bidding their families would be taken out and shot. The
children, who had already seen so many Red atrocities,
were terrorised and did all she bade them She was shot
on the very day that the Red troops returned, as she had
said they would, and were fighting the Nationalists just
outside Brihuega. But for a child's careless remark having
been overheard she could have got away and joined
them.
There were these and many other genuine instances of
spy activities, and there were undoubtedly many who got
away and were never discovered. But there also existed
for some time an unpleasant spy mania, such as grows up
in war time in any country. There were also a number
of malicious accusations. It was amusing so many years
after the Great War to see posted those warnings against
indiscreet conversation which had been seen everywhere in
Great Britain and France during 1914-18.
It must in justice be remembered that many espionage
services were busy, and that all the information was not
necessarily being reserved for the Reds on the one side or
the Nationalists on the other. The very latest weapons
of war were being used on both sides, tanks and anti-
tank guns, aeroplanes and anti-aircraft guns, to take two
examples They were being used in actual conditions of
war, and it was of great concern not only to the nations
which provided these weapons to know how they were
being used, but also to their rivals. Spain must, therefore,
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